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Dear [Assembly Member / Governor Newsom],

We write in strong opposition to the proposed elimination of acupuncture coverage for the Medi-Cal population. As [organization name], we urge you to reject this budget cut and instead support SB 944 (Wiener) and AB 1949 (Lee), two bills that would strengthen and expand acupuncture access for California's most vulnerable residents.

ACUPUNCTURE IS COST-EFFECTIVE CARE — NOT A LUXURY

The proposed cut is presented as a budget savings measure, but the long-term fiscal calculus tells a different story. Acupuncture is an evidence-based, non-pharmacological intervention for pain management and injury recovery. When Medi-Cal patients lose access to acupuncture:

• They may turn to prescription medications — opioids, NSAIDs, and other drugs that carry significant costs, risks of adverse effects, and potential for dependency.
• Recovery from work-related injuries takes longer, reducing workforce participation and productivity.
• Emergency and specialist visits may increase as unmanaged pain escalates.

The short-term savings from this cut will be offset — and likely exceeded — by downstream costs in pharmacy spending, emergency care, and lost tax revenue from workers who cannot return to their jobs.

THIS HURTS WORKING CALIFORNIANS AND LOCAL ECONOMIES

Medi-Cal acupuncture coverage disproportionately benefits working-class Californians — people in physically demanding jobs who sustain musculoskeletal injuries and rely on non-opioid pain care to stay productive. Eliminating this benefit will:

• Reduce workforce participation among low-income and working-class patients.
• Cause job loss for licensed acupuncturists and clinic staff, particularly in community health settings.
• Harm local economies and community health organizations that depend on Medi-Cal reimbursement to serve underserved populations.

SUPPORT SB 944 AND AB 1949

Rather than cutting acupuncture coverage, we urge you to support the following bills:

• SB 944 (Wiener) would make acupuncture a mandatory Medi-Cal benefit by removing outdated statutory language that conditions coverage on federal funding — ensuring this care cannot be administratively eliminated in the future.

• AB 1949 (Lee) would establish a clear annual visit allowance for Medi-Cal acupuncture, allowing practitioners to develop clinically appropriate treatment plans based on patient need rather than arbitrary monthly constraints.

These bills represent sound fiscal and public health policy. We respectfully urge your support.

Sincerely,
[Organization Name]
[Contact Information]

